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SC/2009/04

19 June,2009

Report of the Sub-Committee on

Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia 
19 June, 2009, Jakarta
1- The Sub-Committee on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia held its meeting on 19 June, 2009 in Jakarta. Delegates from Bahrain, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Jordan, Kuwait, Palestine, The Philippines, Saudi Arabia and Syria participated in the meeting. (The list of Participants is annexed)
2- The list of documents before the Sub-Committee included:

2.1- APA Resolution on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia, APA/Res/2007/03
2.2- APA Plan of Action on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization, APA/Res/2007/03/Annex

2.3- Report of the Secretary-General to the Sub-Committee, SG/2008/06, dated 27 July 2008.

2.4- APA Resolution on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia, APA/Res/2008/19
2.5- Report of the Secretary-General to the Second Sub-Committee, SG/2009/09, dated 23 May, 2009
3- - The meeting began by opening address by Honorable Mr. Muhaimin Iskandar, Deputy Speaker of the house of Representatives of the Republic of  Indonesia. In his comprehensive statement he emphasized that the globalization is a phenomena that one might call it a new world structure. He further underlined the impact of globalization on South Asian region that has had already experiencing the first financial crisis which led to crisis of credibility and confidence.
4 -The Sub-Committee then proceeded to adopting its Agenda. Agenda is attached as Annex II.

5- The Sub-Committee elected its bureau. The Honorable, Mr. Abdillah Toha, Chairperson for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia was elected as the Chairperson. The Honorable, Mr. Zuhair Sanduka member of the Palestinian Legislative Council was elected as vice-Chairperson. The Honorable, Mr. Mohamed Yousif Al-Mizal, Member of Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain was elected as the Rapporteur.
6- The Chairperson made a statement. Honorable, Mr. Toha, raised a number of issues including the idea of replacing US Dollar as foreign reserve, and the need to have a common legislation to strengthen Asia in foreign trade.   
7- H.E. Mrs. Dr. Mari E. Pangestu the Minister of Trade of Indonesia delivered a keynote speech on the impact of globalization on Asia.   The presentation of H. E. Dr. Pangestu focused on the renewed discussion of globalization as a result of the new global financial crisis. The big shock in the major market has affected all of us without us having much to do with it. As developing countries we are unfairly suffering the consequences of the global financial crisis caused by industrial countries. Lack of international and the relaxed national regulation on financial market need to be revisited. Asia needs greater voting right in the reform of the financial sector. The G 20 recognizes the growing economic role of Asia. Addressing the global financial crisis and the reform being worked out must not come at the cost of development of the developing countries. Countries like Indonesia believe they are being punished for no good reason. It is important to emphasize the growing coherence of Asian Parliaments and promoting common position and possibly common legislations to gain greater voice in the process of globalization and reform of the global financial crisis. To address the crisis, developing countries usually increase tariffs, but the developed countries have the financial resources available to provide subsidies and bail out their major industries. It is unfair that the former is labeled as protectionism and the latter is not. The parliaments have a major role in overcoming the current global financial crisis through fiscal discipline and the understanding and flexibility to provide for contingencies within the budget. Indonesia has been lucky in the sense that it has large domestic market and fiscal stimulus has been working well and implemented effectively. Indonesian Government has worked closely with the parliament to develop the fiscal stimulus and contingencies and implement them under strict monitoring of the parliament.  
8- The Assistant Secretary-General H.E. Gholamali Khoshroo made an oral presentation of the report of the Secretary-General.
9- The delegates welcomed the Report of the Secretary-General and underlined the importance and relevance of various sections of the Report. The Sub-Committee exchanged views on several ideas and points in the Report of the Secretary General with a view to perusing the objectives of the Plan of Action as well as relevant resolutions on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia.
10- The Sub-Committee recommends the following draft resolution to the First meeting of the Executive Council in 2009, to be forwarded to the APA Plenary for consideration and adoption. The delegation of Jordan express its reservation on the operative paragraph 8. 

Draft Re Draft Resolution

Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2008/19,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia, SG/Rep/2009/09, dated 23 May, 2008, submitted to the meeting of the Second Sub-Committee held in Jakarta, 19 June, 2009;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments both in strengthening national policies and in harmonizing Asian approach in dealing with Globalization; 

Emphasizing the need for free and further access for all to information, communication, and new technologies globally; 

Expressing concern and dissatisfaction about the possible negative impact of Globalization on widening the gap between the rich and the poor and cultural hegemony on Asian societies;

Concerned about the grave dangers of global financial crisis and the unfair treatment to poor and developing countries;

Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to engage in fruitful dialogue on important issues for Asia in a continuous and regular basis;

Recognizing the fact that today Asia has the biggest market in the world, the highest number of population and the largest amount of foreign exchange reserves; 

1- Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/ 2009/19
2- Call on Member Parliaments of APA to promote  networking among major governmental and non-governmental institutions dealing with the impact of globalization in  Asian countries in order to share experiences with a view to formulating a common Asian strategy and assert the growing role of Asia. 
3- Take note with appreciations the Report made by the Secretary-General on “Asian Virtual Parliament” that aims at facilitating and enhancing debates and deliberations among APA delegates, and, request the Secretary-General to report to the next meeting of the Sub-Committee on the financial and technical requirements of implementing the “Asian Virtual Parliament.”   

4- Enhance existing policy-oriented dialogues and debates among Member Parliaments to formulate common understanding of Globalization, particularly on the need to reform process of international financial system through regional and continental workshops,

5- Underline the importance of consensus-building process among Member Parliaments, development of harmonized position toward development of common legislations on issues of concern to Asia; 

6- Resolve to encourage adoption of a common legislation among Member Parliaments on  Reform of Global Financial System and on Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia;

7- Request the Secretary-General to seek possible donations and  assistance from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the implementation of  this resolution;

8- Call on the Member Parliaments of APA to initiate dialogues on the possible alternative to the current world foreign exchange reserves and the untying of the countrys’ currency to certain foreign currencies;
9- Request the Secretary-General to seek inputs from Member Parliaments on the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the next Sub-Committee meeting.
11-The Sub-Committee expressed appreciation to the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia for the hospitality offered to all participants.
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